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with topical silicone (AIPS) with traditional silver-impregnated with occlusive plastic (AIO) and occlusive plastic alone (AO) in preventing the development of pressure sores, and in limiting the progression of existing sores. The subjects were 25 male paraplegics in a wheelchair, each allocated to one of three treatment groups: group A was dressed
with an air-pore silver-impregnated with silicone (AIPS), group B with a traditional silver-impregnated with occlusive plastic (AIO) and group C with occlusive plastic alone (AO). In total, there were five pressure sores in each group, three in the first 2 weeks of treatment and two in the second 2 weeks. The mean wound healing time in the AIPS
group was 14 days and 10.2 weeks for the AIO and AO groups. The difference was statistically significant (P = 0.003). On follow-up, the skin condition was improved in the AIPS group, improved in the AIO group and unchanged in the AO group. Mean quality of life score was also better in the AIPS group. There were no adverse effects. The results
indicate that AIPS is an effective alternative dressing to the AIO and AO dressings for the management of pressure sores.Nearly two-thirds of the toxic algae blooms along the U.S. coast in 2010 didn't appear on government watch lists as safe for recreational use, according to an analysis by the Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility
(PEER). The alarmist approach of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and its websites regarding harmful algal blooms (HABs) are "setting back public health and ecosystems," said PEER's executive director Jeff Ruch. "Dangerous toxins are produced by many of the HABs in 2010," he explained in a statement. "In addition, many
blooms were extremely large, affecting not only human health, but marine life and inland water supplies as well." The Pritchard HAB in Washington state
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