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Biofilm formation was slow initially and then accelerated over time,
with 10(9)-10(10) CFU g(-1) removed within the first days of adhesion
in the stainless steel system. Up to 5 x 10(9) CFU g(-1) biofilm was
recorded in PMMA system. Viable cell numbers in biofilms increased
up to 10(9) CFU g(-1) at day 7. Strains expressing the ActA gene
showed increased adhesion to polystyrene at day 4 compared to the
non-ActA strains. Phosphate uptake was established, indicating high
biofilm forming capacity. Phosphate concentrations in biofilms did not
decrease with prolonged incubation and high levels of biofilm
formation observed in vitro were detected in 4 out of 5 coupons. The
results indicate that phosphate levels affect L. monocyt
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