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Minimierung &.City Relinquishes Land to State for Financial Settlement A full-page ad in today’s
edition of the Chicago Sun-Times, titled “Reject the ‘Losses’ After Blight Erodes the Heart of
Chicago,” blasts “the sellout to a Wall Street bank” that is rezoning “a full square block in one of
Chicago’s most historic neighborhoods for overpriced condos,” while at the same time “dumping” on
public safety and other city services. The ad continues: “Mayor Daley claims the city wants to ‘keep
homes in the hands of the people’ — but he sold out Chicago to a Wall Street bank without even
consulting the people’s elected representatives.” When a state law passed last year put zoning and
other rules under the control of the state’s Department of Financial and Professional Regulation
(DFPR), Rep. John Bradley (D-Chicago) and other community leaders protested their intent to use
state law to wrest valuable Chicago land from city control for economic development rather than
public safety and education. After the Daley administration failed to come up with a valid
explanation for the construction of a new Bank of America Tower at the site of a former Malathion
plant in the North Lawndale community, it was the City of Chicago’s turn to defend the site, and its
right to the city’s valuable real estate, against legislative interference. But the city never took up the
fight. “We stand fast in the position that the city cannot relinquish control of land that will be used
for public safety and education,” said U.S. Rep. Bradley. “We are going to exercise every legal and
procedural remedy to stop the usurpation of public land by this Daley administration. The legislative
and court battle is not over.” Last year, Bradley and other top Democratic leaders for Chicago and
Cook County, supported by the Northside Community Organization, filed suit in the Cook County
Circuit Court to stop the transfer of land from the city to the state, to prevent the bank
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