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of dangerous one-horned rhinos in Namibia has died. Jack Martin’s widely covered project, the breeding of an exact genetic replica of the extinct dromedary that was thought to have brought the still-endangered rhino species to the brink of extinction, died with him. The 68-year-old Oxford academic was
found dead in a riverside hotel on Lake Naivasha, the Kenya-based headquarters of the Savuti Wildlife Reserve in Namibia where he had been staying with two white rhino conservationists. “I deeply regret to announce that Jack Martin has passed away in Nairobi after a short illness. He was such a good
man. My thoughts are with his family and the conservation movement he loved,” said Linda Bustin, the park’s director. The one-horned rhino is one of two species that have become extinct in the wild since 2000. The other was the North American bison. Martin was working on a breeding programme to
resurrect the vanished dromedary in Namibia, a continent-sized country that is home to a second, smaller rhino population. The dromedary almost ended the white rhino’s existence by wiping out its last herd in the 1950s and 60s. Martin came up with the idea of a dromedary-white rhino hybrid when he
was in South Africa. He spent a year in captivity there learning about their breeding habits and then went to South Africa in 2004 to see what it would take to bring the dromedary back to life. This was when he met the white rhino, one of five on Savuti. In his earlier years, Martin had to swim across his
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